Historic Hilton Village
Architectural Review Board

CHARGE
The Hilton Village Architectural Review Board is responsible for administering the provisions of the special zoning
overlay district for Historic Hilton Village. The board maintains the integrity of the historic character of the Village
through the administration of design guidelines. The board reviews applications for certificates of
appropriateness for improvements and modifications to the exterior of the structures in the historic district. The
design guidelines are reviewed on an annual basis for possible revisions.

BOARD
Roger Hamilton, III - Business Owner, Chair
William Black - Landscape Architect
Constance Keator - Resident Owner
John Schmied - Resident Owner
John Scruggs, IV - Resident Owner
Michelle Smith - Business Owner
Jeremy Sommer - Business Owner

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sheila McAllister, AICP - Director of Planning
Saul Gleiser - Planner, Board Secretary (replaced John Davis)

2020 Annual Report

MEMBERS
The board consists of seven (7) members which are appointed by the Newport News City Council. Each member
serves a four-year term. The terms are staggered. The board consists of three (3) resident owners, two (2)
business owners or operators, a professional licensed architect or engineer, and a landscape architect or artist.

MEETING TIME
The board meets on the first Wednesday of each month.

2020 CASES
In 2020, there were eight (8) administrative approvals, eight (8) board approvals and
nine (9) certificate of appropriateness issued.
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Message from the Chair

The Board continued to provide its valuable service to the community
throughout 2020. We provided assistance to the residents with
repair and improvement projects. We also offer a preliminary
design review process that allows residents an opportunity to consult
with the Board prior to submitting an application for a certificate of
appropriateness and beginning a project. All our meetings were
held in person, while following the CDC’s protocols of wearing
masks and social distancing. Our regular meeting location is the
Main Street Library. When the library operations were reduced due
to the COVID-19 guidelines, it was necessary to relocate our
meetings to the Council Chambers downtown.
Low borrowing interest rates during 2020, have helped increase the
number of home sales in Hilton Village. These transactions are great
for bringing in new residents as well as encouraging property
repairs and improvements.

meet on the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30PM. We
also discussed holding virtual meetings and are reviewing that
option. We will continue to review and make changes throughout
the year to better assist the residents of Hilton Village.
Sadly, in 2020, we also lost the Board’s longtime city
representative, John Davis, due to his untimely passing. He served
the Board for over 40 years. His invaluable dedication and
contributions to Hilton Village will be missed. After his untimely
passing, Saul Gleiser, Senior Planner became the city’s
representative to the Board. We welcome him and we look
forward to working with him to continue the Hilton Village
heritage.
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Historic Hilton Village continues to be a vibrant historic community in
both the residential and commercial areas. Usually, many traditional
events occur throughout the year in the Hilton community. However,
due to the outbreak of COVID-19, these events had to be canceled.
We look forward to the possibility of these events being able to
occur in 2021. These events assist in showing community pride, unity
and support for Historic Hilton Village.

The Hilton Village Architectural Review Board will continue to
provide architectural guidance in maintaining the rich historic
character and the amenities of living in an extraordinary
community.
J. Roger Hamilton, III

During the last meeting of 2020, the Board approved changing the
meeting date and time for our regular meetings. The Board will now
A2

