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AGENDA
NEWPORT NEWS CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 14, 2019
City Council Chambers

7:00 p.m.

A. Call to Order
B. Invocation
•

Reverend Terry Edwards, St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church

C. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America
D. Presentations
1.
2.

Proclamation: Older Americans Month - May 2019
Proclamation: Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Week - May 19-25, 2019

E. Public Hearings
1.

Public Comments on the Effective Real Property Tax Rate Related to the
Recommended Fiscal Year 2020 Operating Budget

F. Consent Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.

Minutes of the Special Joint Meeting of the Newport News City Council and
the Newport News School Board for April 16, 2019
Minutes of the Work Session for April 23, 2019
Minutes of the Regular Meeting for April 23, 2019
Resolution of Recognition: Pastor Ivan T. Harris - 31st Pastoral Anniversary
and Retirement

G. Other City Council Actions

1.

City Code Related Ordinances to Enact the City Manager's Fiscal Year
2020 Operating Budget
1. Ordinance Amending City Code, Chapter 40, Taxation; Article II.,
Real Estate Taxes; Division 1., Generally; Section 40-12, Levied;
Amount
2. Ordinance Amending City Code, Chapter 37.1, Stormwater
Management, Article II., Service Charge, Section 37.1-14. Service
Charge
3. Ordinance Amending City Code, Chapter 33, Sewers and Sewage
Disposal; Article II., Connections to Public Sewer; Sections 33-19,
Charges
4. Ordinance Providing for the Adoption of a Classification and Pay Plan
for Employees of the City of Newport News

2.

5. Ordinance Adopting the Budget and Appropriating Funds to Operate
the City of Newport News for Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2019 and
Ending June 30, 2020
Ordinance to Amend and Reordain City Code, Chapter 31, Pensions and
Retirement, By Adding Thereto a New Article, Namely: Article IV., Line of
Duty Act

H. Appropriations
1.

None Submitted

I.

Citizen Comments on Matters Germane to the Business of City Council

J.

*New Business and Councilmember Comments
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

City Manager
City Attorney
City Clerk
Price
Scott
Vick
Woodbury
Cherry
Harris
Jenkins

K. Adjourn

*THE BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING WILL BE CONCLUDED NO LATER
THAN 10:00 P.M. TO ALLOW PERSONS TO ADDRESS CITY COUNCIL UNDER
"CITIZEN COMMENTS ON MATTERS GERMANE TO THE BUSINESS OF CITY
COUNCIL."

A.

Call to Order

B.

Invocation – Reverend Terry Edwards, St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church

C.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

D.

Presentations

E. Public Hearings
1. Public Comments on the Effective Real Property Tax Rate Related to the
Recommended Fiscal Year 2020 Operating Budget
ACTION:

BACKGROUND:

A REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL TO RECEIVE PUBLIC
COMMENTS ON THE EFFECTIVE REAL PROPERTY TAX
RATE AS IT RELATES TO THE RECOMMENDED FISCAL
YEAR 2020 OPERATING BUDGET, AND THEN CLOSE
THIS PUBLIC HEARING AND TAKE NO FURTHER
ACTIONS. (An Action to set the Real Estate Tax Rate for FY
2020 appears under "Other City Council Actions")
This public hearing is required by State Code when a locality
estimates an increase in property tax levies greater than one
percent for the upcoming fiscal year.
The current tax rate is $1.22 per $100 of assessed value of
real property.
The lowered tax rate necessary to offset the increased
assessments would be $1.1879 per $100 of assessed value.
The difference between the 'lowered tax rate' and the proposed
tax rate is $0.0321 per $100.
This difference is 2.7% and will be known as the 'effective tax
rate increase.'
The City Manager recommends approval.

FISCAL IMPACT:

N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
FY 2020 Effective Tax Rate Legal Advertisement

NOTICE OF PROPOSED REAL PROPERTY TAX INCREASE
In accordance with Section §58.1-3321 of the Code of Virginia, the following is provided:
The City of Newport News, Virginia proposes to increase property tax levies.
1.

Assessment Increase: Total assessed value of real property, excluding
additional assessments due to new construction or improvements to property,
exceeds last year’s total assessed value of real property by 2.70 percent.

2.

Lowered Rate Necessary to Offset Increased Assessment: The tax rate which
would levy the same amount of real estate tax as last year, when multiplied by
the new total assessed value of real estate with the exclusions mentioned
above, would be $1.1879 per $100 of assessed value. This rate will be known
as the “lowered tax rate.”

3.

Effective Rate Increase: The City of Newport News proposes to adopt a tax
rate of $1.22 per $100 of assessed value. The difference between the “lowered
tax rate” and the proposed rate would be $0.0321 per $100 or 2.70 percent.
This difference will be known as the “effective tax rate increase.”
Individual property taxes may, however, increase at a percentage greater than
or less than the above percentage.

4.

Proposed Total Budget Increase: Based on the proposed real property tax rate
and changes in other revenues, the total budget of the City of Newport News
will exceed last year’s by 2.2 percent.

A public hearing on the increase will be held in the City Council Chambers, 2400 Washington Avenue,
Newport News, Virginia, on May 14, 2019 at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the item may be heard.
City Council encourages interested persons to attend the meeting and hearing, and to express their views on
this issue. Questions concerning this matter may be directed to the Office of the City Manager at (757) 9268411. If you are disabled and require an accommodation in order to participate in the meeting, please call the
City Clerk at (757) 926-8634 at least three (3) days in advance of the meeting.

Mabel Washington Jenkins, MMC
City Clerk

F. Consent Agenda
1. Minutes of the Special Joint Meeting of the Newport News City Council and the
Newport News School Board for April 16, 2019
ACTION:

N/A

BACKGROUND:

N/A

FISCAL IMPACT:

N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Minutes of Special Joint Meeting of the Newport News City Council and the Newport News School Board
for April 16, 2019

F. Consent Agenda
2. Minutes of the Work Session for April 23, 2019
ACTION:

N/A

BACKGROUND:

N/A

FISCAL IMPACT:

N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Minutes of Work Session for April 23, 2019

F. Consent Agenda
3. Minutes of the Regular Meeting for April 23, 2019
ACTION:

N/A

BACKGROUND:

N/A

FISCAL IMPACT:

N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Minutes of Regular Meeting for April 23, 2019

F. Consent Agenda
4. Resolution of Recognition: Pastor Ivan T. Harris - 31st Pastoral Anniversary
and Retirement
ACTION:

BACKGROUND:

RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION: PASTOR IVAN T.
HARRIS - 31ST PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY AND
RETIREMENT
Reverend Ivan T. Harris began his service at First Baptist
Church Denbigh in 1988 and assumed the role of full-time
Pastor in 1991. Reverend Harris is the longest serving Pastor
of First Baptist Church Denbigh, a church that with over 155
years of history is the oldest organized African-American
church in the City of Newport News, Virginia.
Reverend Harris received his Bachelor of Science degree from
Hampton University and his Bachelor of Theology and Doctor
of Divinity degrees from United Christian College in
Goldsboro, North Carolina. Reverend Harris completed
additional studies in the Masters program of Trinity Seminary
in Newburgh, Indiana and received a certificate in leadership
from Regent University in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
Reverend Harris has served in and continues to serve on many
conferences, conventions, committees, and boards, including
the Hampton University Minister's Conference.
Reverend Harris has received numerous awards for his
community service, including the Hampton University
Presidential Citizenship Award in 2002. In 2003, the Mayor of
the City of Newport News, Joe S. Frank, proclaimed April 4,
2003 as "Ivan T. Harris Day".
Pastor Harris's ministry has taken him on three tours of Israel
and to the Republic of Benin in Africa, where he facilitated
First Baptist Church Denbigh's efforts in the adopted village;
the building of a well, a Christian school, a medical clinic and
a 300-seat church facility.
Through Reverend Harris's leadership, the First Baptist
Church Denbigh Outreach Center was dedicated in 2006. The

outreach center provides transitional housing for women, a
clothing closet, and a food pantry.
The Resolution of Recognition congratulates Reverend Ivan T.
Harris on his 31st Pastoral Anniversary, his retirement as
Pastor of the First Baptist Church Denbigh, as well as his
dedicated service to the First Baptist Church Denbigh and the
community, and extends its best wishes for continued success.
The City Manager recommends approval.
FISCAL IMPACT:

N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
sdm16865 Recognition re Reverend Ivan T. Harris

sdm16865

RESOLUTION NO. _______________
RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION

WHEREAS, the Council for the City of Newport News, Virginia, would like to recognize
the 31st pastoral anniversary and the retirement of the Reverend Ivan T. Harris, Pastor of First Baptist
Church Denbigh; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Ivan T. Harris began his service at First Baptist Church Denbigh in
1988 and assumed the role of full-time pastor in 1991. Reverend Harris is the longest serving Pastor
of First Baptist Church Denbigh, a church that with over 155 years of history is the oldest organized
African-American church in the City of Newport News, Virginia; and
WHEREAS, as Pastor, Reverend Harris serves a congregation of about 2,500 members and
leads a large official board that includes eighteen (18) deacons and trustees; a Christian Board of
Education; multiple choirs; different committees, and organizational ministries; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Harris received his Bachelor of Science degree from Hampton
University, his Bachelor of Theology and Doctor of Divinity degrees from United Christian College
in Goldsboro, North Carolina. Reverend Harris completed additional studies in the Masters program
of Trinity Seminary in Newburgh, Indiana and received a certificate in leadership from Regent
University in Virginia Beach, Virginia; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Harris has served in and continues to serve in many conferences,
conventions, committees, and boards, including the Minister’s Coalition as Director of Music, and
the Hampton University Minister’s Conference where for many years Reverend Harris’s harmonica
skills have been featured on the talent program; and
WHEREAS, in 1995, Reverend Harris released his first harmonica album entitled “Jesus
Saves”, followed by his second album, “He Delivered Me” in 2011; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Harris is the director of the Boys to Men Mentorship Program and
a past president of the Peninsula Pastors Council. He has served on the boards of Mary Immaculate
Bon Secours Hospital in Newport News and the Community Free Clinic of Newport News; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Harris has received numerous awards for his community service
including the Hampton University Presidential Citizenship Award in 2002. In 2003, the Mayor of
the City of Newport News, Joe S. Frank, proclaimed April 4, 2003 as “Ivan T. Harris Day”; and
WHEREAS, Pastor Harris’s ministry has taken him on three tours of Israel and to the
Republic of Benin in Africa where he facilitated First Baptist Church Denbigh’s African Village
Adoption Project. Through Pastor Harris’s leadership and First Baptist Church Denbigh’s efforts,
a well, a Christian school, a medical clinic, and a 300-seat church facility have been built in the
adopted village; and

WHEREAS, through Reverend Harris’s leadership, the First Baptist Church Denbigh
Outreach Center was dedicated in 2006. The outreach center provides transitional housing for
women, a clothing closet, and a food pantry; and
WHEREAS, the Council for the City of Newport News wishes to recognize Reverend Ivan
T. Harris on his 31st pastoral anniversary and on his retirement as pastor of First Baptist Church
Denbigh and the Council acknowledges his many years of service to First Baptist Church Denbigh
and the community.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Newport News,
Virginia:
1.
That it hereby recognizes and congratulates the Reverend Ivan T. Harris on his 31st
pastoral anniversary and on his retirement as Pastor of the First Baptist Church Denbigh in the City
of Newport News.
2.
That it congratulates Reverend Ivan T. Harris for his dedicated service to First Baptist
Church Denbigh and the community, and extends its best wishes for continued success.
3.
That a copy of this resolution be spread upon the records of this body and that a copy
be presented to Reverend Ivan T. Harris.
4.

That this resolution shall be in effect on and after the date of its adoption, May 14,

2019.
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G. Other City Council Actions
1. City Code Related Ordinances to Enact the City Manager's Fiscal Year 2020
Operating Budget
ACTION:

BACKGROUND:

A REQUEST TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES
TO ENACT THE CITY MANAGER'S FISCAL YEAR 2020
OPERATING BUDGET.
1. Ordinance Amending City Code, Chapter 40, Taxation; Article
II., Real Estate Taxes; Division 1., Generally; Section 40-12,
Levied; Amount
2. Ordinance Amending City Code, Chapter 37.1, Stormwater
Management, Article II., Service Charge, Section 37.1-14.
Service Charge
3. Ordinance Amending City Code, Chapter 33, Sewers and
Sewage Disposal; Article II., Connections to Public Sewer;
Sections 33-19, Charges
4. Ordinance Providing for the Adoption of a Classification and
Pay Plan for Employees of the City of Newport News
5. Ordinance Adopting the Budget and Appropriating Funds to
Operate the City of Newport News for Fiscal Year Beginning
July 1, 2019 and Ending June 30, 2020

FISCAL IMPACT:

N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Memo to HCC re FY 2020 CM Final Budget 5.8.19
1. sdm16809 Sec. 40-12, Levied; amount (Real Estate Taxes)
2. rag1694 Sec. 37.1-14, Service charge, billing, payment, interest fee and lien
3. rag11695 Sec. 33-19, Charges (connections to public sewer)
4. sdm16851 Adoption of a Classification and Pay Plan for Employees
5. sdm16873 Approving the Budget for FY2019-FY2020

The Honorable City Council
Page3
Adoption of the FY 2020 Recommended Budget
May 8, 2019
This budget supports City core functions and is within the revenues
anticipated to be generated for the upcoming fiscal year. This final budget
is sustainable for the year and does not use reserves as a source of funding.
This FY 2020 budget is practical, stable, and protects our citizens,
employees, and assets. I recommend adoption of the ordinance that
appropriates funds for the entire City, and all supporting ordinances for the
FY 2020 Operating Budget.

CDR:LJC:jlt

G:\Cindy Rohlf\1 CM CORRESPONDENCE\Correspondence\2019\SMay\Memo to HCC re FY 2020 CM
Final Budget 5.8.19.docx

sdm16809

ORDINANCE NO. _______________

AN ORDINANCE TO REORDAIN CHAPTER 40, TAXATION, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY
OF NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA, ARTICLE II., REAL ESTATE TAXES, DIVISION 1.,
GENERALLY, SECTION 40-12, LEVIED; AMOUNT.
WHEREAS, under circumstances specified therein, Section 58.1-3321 of the Code of
Virginia requires a special public hearing process when assessments of real property in a locality
would result in an “effective tax rate increase;” and
WHEREAS, the application of Section 58.1-3321 is triggered when any annual assessment,
biennial assessment or general reassessment of real property in the locality would result in an
increase of 1 percent or more in the total real property tax levied in a locality, excluding additional
assessments or reassessments due to the construction of new or other improvements; and
WHEREAS, the City Manager reports that the total assessed value of such real property in
fiscal year 2020 exceeds last year’s total assessed value by 2.70 percent; and
WHEREAS, the tax rate which would levy the same amount of real estate tax as fiscal year
2019 when multiplied by the new total assessed value of real estate, with the exclusions mentioned
above, would be $1.1879 per $100 of assessed value, which rate is known as the “lowered tax rate;”
and
WHEREAS, the difference between the “lowered tax rate” and the tax rate proposed in the
City Manager’s recommended operating budget is $0.0321 per $100 or 2.70 percent, which
difference is known as the “effective tax rate increase;” and
WHEREAS, individual property taxes may increase at a percentage greater than or less than
the above percentage; and
WHEREAS, the City Council deems it to be necessary to increase the real estate tax rate for
fiscal year 2020 above the rate that would produce no more than 101 percent of last year’s real
property tax levies, to the same rate as in fiscal year 2019, or $1.22 per $100 of assessed value, and
to take such action herein to adopt that rate; and
WHEREAS, a public hearing on the proposed “effective tax rate increase” was held on May
14, 2019.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Newport News,
Virginia:
1.
That Chapter 40, Taxation, of the Code of the City of Newport News, Virginia,
Article II., Real Estate Taxes, Division 1., Generally, Section 40-12, Levied; amount, be, and the
same hereby is, reordained as follows:

CHAPTER 40
TAXATION
ARTICLE II. REAL ESTATE TAXES
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 40-12.

Levied; amount.

(a)
For the calendar year beginning on January 1, 2002, and ending on December 31,
2002, and for the calendar year beginning on January 1, 2003, and for each and every calendar year
thereafter, unless changed, the taxes on taxable real property of public service corporations in the
City of Newport News, Virginia, shall be as follows:
(1)

For the period beginning on January 1, 2002, and ending on June 30, 2002, the tax
on lands, lots and improvements thereon, and for all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations shall be, and hereby is, levied at the rate of one dollar and
twenty-four cents ($1.24) per year on every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the
assessed value thereof, pro-rated for the six-month period.

(2)

For the period beginning on July 1, 2002, and ending on December 31, 2002, unless
changed, the tax on lands, lots and improvements thereon, and for all other taxable
real estate of public service corporations shall be, and hereby is, levied at the rate of
one dollar and twenty-seven cents ($1.27) per year on every one hundred dollars
($100.00) of the assessed value thereof, pro-rated for the six month period.

(3)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2003, and ending December 31, 2003, and
for each and every calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby
is, levied a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real
estate of public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and twenty-seven cents
($1.27) on every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(4)

For the period beginning on January 1, 2005, and ending on June 30, 2005, the tax
on lands, lots and improvements thereon, and for all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations shall be, and hereby is, levied at the rate of one dollar and
twenty-seven cents ($1.27) per year on every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the
assessed value thereof, pro-rated for the six-month period.

(5)

For the period beginning on July 1, 2005, and ending on December 31, 2005, unless
changed, the tax on lands, lots and improvements thereon, and for all other taxable
real estate of public service corporations shall be, and hereby is, levied at the rate of
one dollar and twenty-four cents ($1.24) per year on every one hundred dollars
($100.00) of the assessed value thereof, pro-rated for the six month period.
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(6)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2006, and ending December 31, 2006, and
for each and every calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby
is, levied a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real
estate of public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and twenty-four cents
($1.24) on every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(7)

For the period beginning on January 1, 2006, and ending on June 30, 2006, the tax
on lands, lots and improvements thereon, and for all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations shall be, and hereby is, levied at the rate of one dollar and
twenty-four cents ($1.24) per year on every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the
assessed value thereof, pro-rated for the six-month period.

(8)

For the period beginning on July 1, 2006, and ending on December 31, 2006, unless
changed, the tax on lands, lots and improvements thereon, and for all other taxable
real estate of public service corporations shall be, and hereby is, levied at the rate of
one dollar and twenty cents ($1.20) per year on every one hundred dollars ($100.00)
of the assessed value thereof, pro-rated for the six month period.

(9)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2007, and ending December 31, 2007, and
for each and every calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby
is, levied a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real
estate of public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and twenty cents ($1.20)
on every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(10)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2008, and ending December 31, 2008, and
for each calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied
a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and ten cents ($1.10) on every
one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(11)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2009, and ending December 31, 2009, and
for each calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied
a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and ten cents ($1.10) on every
one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(12)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2010, and ending December 31, 2010, and
for each calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied
a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and ten cents ($1.10) on every
one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.
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(13)

For the period beginning July 1, 2013, and ending on December 31, 2013, unless
changed, the tax on lands, lots and improvements thereon, and for all other taxable
real estate of public service corporations shall be, and hereby is, levied at the rate of
one dollar and twenty-two cents ($1.22) per year on every one hundred dollars
($100.00) of the assessed value thereof, prorated for the six month period.

(14)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2014, and ending December 31, 2014, and
for each calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied
a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and twenty-two cents ($1.22) on
every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(15)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2015, and ending December 31, 2015, and
for each calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied
a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and twenty-two cents ($1.22) on
every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(16)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2016, and ending December 31, 2016, and
for each calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied
a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and twenty-two cents ($1.22) on
every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(17)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2017, and ending December 31, 2017, and
for each calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied
a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and twenty-two cents ($1.22) on
every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(18)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2018, and ending December 31, 2018, and
for each calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied
a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and twenty-two cents ($1.22) on
every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.

(19)

For the calendar year beginning January 1, 2019, and ending December 31, 2019, and
for each calendar year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied
a tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and all other taxable real estate of
public service corporations at the rate of one dollar and twenty-two cents ($1.22) on
every one hundred dollars ($100.00) of the assessed value thereof.
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(b)
For the fiscal year beginning on July 1, 20182019, and ending on June 30, 20192020,
and for each and every fiscal year thereafter, unless changed, there shall be, and hereby is, levied a
tax on all lands, lots and improvements thereon, and on all other taxable real estate, except that of
public service corporations, and except such lands, lots and improvements thereon and all real estate
as is exempt from taxation by the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia or by ordinance of the City
of Newport News, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-two cents ($1.22) of every one hundred dollars
($100.00) of assessed value thereof.

2.

That this ordinance shall be in effect on and after July 1, 2019.

5
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ORDINANCE NO. _______________

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 37.1, STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA, ARTICLE
II., SERVICE CHARGE, SECTION 37.1-14, SERVICE CHARGE, BILLING, PAYMENT,
INTEREST, FEE AND LIEN.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Newport News,
Virginia:

1.
That Chapter 37.1, Stormwater Management, of the Code of the City of Newport
News, Virginia, Article II, Service Charge, Section 37.1-14, Service charge, billing, payment,
interest, fee and lien, be, and the same hereby is, amended and reordained, as follows:

CHAPTER 37.1
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
ARTICLE II. SERVICE CHARGE

Sec. 37.1-14. Service charge, billing, payment, interest, fee and lien.
(a)
The levied service charge shall be billed, due and payable in two (2) equal
installments. The first installment shall be due on or before the fifth (5th) day of December and the
second installment shall be due on or before the fifth (5th) day of June. Any parcel or dwelling unit
owner who has remitted payment of the service charges and believes that it is incorrect may submit
an adjustment request as provided for in this article.
(b)
The service charge is to be paid by the owner of each parcel or dwelling unit that is
subject to the charge. The owner of each parcel or dwelling unit in the city, except undeveloped
property, shall be mailed a statement for the stormwater service charges. The statements shall include
a date by which payment shall be due. All statements shall be mailed at least thirty (30) days prior
to the payment due date stated thereon. Payments received after the due date of the bill shall be
subject to interest as established in this article.
(c)
The service charge due the city from property owners for stormwater management
shall be based on the ERU rate of one hundred thirty-nineforty-two dollars and twenty cents
($139.20142.20) per ERU per year. When applicable, the service charge shall be prorated at eleven
dollars and sixtyeighty-five cents ($11.6011.85) per ERU per month.

(d)
Any bill which has not been paid by the due date shall be deemed delinquent. Unpaid
service charges and accrued interest shall constitute a lien against the property, ranking on a parity
with liens for unpaid taxes. All charges and interest due may be recovered by action at law and/or
suit in equity. For delinquent charges, interest thereon shall commence on the first day of the month
following the due date and shall accrue at the rate of ten (10) percent per annum until such time as
the delinquent charges and accrued interest are paid.
(e)
When previously undeveloped properties are brought into the system or in the event
of alterations or additions to developed multifamily property or developed other property that alter
the amount of impervious surface and/or the number of dwelling units, a service charge will accrue
as determined by the director:
(1)

Upon substantial completion of the improvements; or

(2)

In the event completion of the improvements is not diligently pursued, upon
establishment of the impervious area or dwelling units that affect stormwater runoff.
A statement will be issued and said charges will be prorated for the number months
for which the parcel is subject to the service charge.

(f)
Prior to the adoption of any ordinance pursuant to this section related to the
enlargement, improvement or maintenance of privately owned dams, notice consistent with Virginia
Code §15.2-1427 shall be given and a public hearing held.

2.

That this ordinance shall be in effect on and after July 1, 2019.
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ORDINANCE NO. _______________

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 33, SEWERS AND SEWAGE
DISPOSAL, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA, ARTICLE II.,
CONNECTIONS TO PUBLIC SEWER, SECTION 33-19, CHARGES.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Newport News, Virginia:

1.
That Chapter 33, Sewers and Sewage Disposal, of the Code of the City of Newport
News, Virginia, Article II., Connections to Public Sewer, Section 33-19, Charges, be, and the same
hereby is, amended and reordained as follows:

CHAPTER 33
SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL
ARTICLE II. CONNECTIONS TO PUBLIC SEWER

Sec. 33-19. Charges.
(a) Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the following words shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section:
(1)

Assessed shall mean the process to impose taxes or assessments upon
abutting property owners for construction of sanitary sewers within the city
as authorized by Title 15.2 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

(2)

Corner lot shall mean a lot abutting upon two (2) or more streets at their
intersection, the shortest side fronting upon a street shall be considered the
front of the lot, and the longest side fronting upon a street shall be considered
the side of the lot.

(3)

Frontage shall mean that portion of any real property abutting directly on a
public right-of-way.

(b)
Connection charge. A connection charge for connection with sewers shall be paid
to the city for each lot or parcel of land to be served by such sewers as follows:
(1)

For single-family units when the lot or parcel of land has not been assessed,
the charge shall be three thousand threefour hundred eighty-threefifty-nine
dollars ($3,383.003,459.00) plus a fee of one thousand three hundred fifty-

twoeighty-two dollars ($1,352.001,382.00) for the installation of a lateral.
If a lateral had been previously installed to serve the property, no installation
fee shall be paid at the time of connection.
(2)

For other than single-family units when the lot or parcel of land has not been
assessed, the charge shall be computed by multiplying the actual frontage of
the lot or parcel of land by fifty-eight nine dollars ($58.0059.00) and adding
thereto the applicable charge specified in (b)(4) of this section.

(3)

When the lot or parcel of land has been assessed, the charge shall be that
specified in (b)(4) of this section.

(4)

a.

Single-family -- If a lot or parcel of land which has been assessed is
subdivided to create additional single-family lots or parcels, the
charge for each lot or parcel not already connected to the sewer
system shall be in accordance with (b)(1) of this section.

b.

Other than single-family -- If a lot or parcel of land which has been
assessed is subdivided to create additional lots or parcels for
development of other than single-family units, the charge for each lot
or parcel not already connected to the sewer system shall be
computed by multiplying the actual frontage of the lot or parcel of
land by nine dollars and twenty-fivethirty-seven cents ($9.259.37) and
adding thereto the applicable charge specified in (b)(4) of this section.
It is the council’s intent to recognize in this subsection that there is
but a single assessment for a subdividable parcel. A single lateral,
hereafter termed the “primary lateral,” is provided to parcels in sewer
projects, although other laterals may be constructed if the property
owner pays for the cost of materials and labor for such laterals. A
connection fee shall therefore be paid for each new parcel created by
subsequent subdivision of a parcel other than the parcel served, or
capable of being served, by the “primary lateral.”

Flat rate charges shall be based on the following:
a.

For a single-family unit when the lot or parcel has been assessed, a
charge according to the following shall be paid:
1.

Three hundred thirty-sixforty-four dollars ($336.00344.00) if
paid in a single payment within the first twelve (12) months
after the sewer involved was certified for connection. This
reduced rate shall be available only to those property owners
who obtain a building or plumbing permit within the first
2

twelve (12 months after the sewer is certified for connection
and connect within the time period specified in this section.
2.

b.

Six hundred seventy-sixninety-one dollars ($676.00691.00)
if not paid as provided in 1. immediately above.

For property other than single-family, a charge based on the following
shall be paid:
1.

For each multifamily unit: Four hundred seventy-threeeightyfour dollars ($473.00484.00) per family unit.

2.

For sewers serving commercial units: Six hundred seventy-six
ninety-one dollars ($676.00691.00) for the first lateral exiting
the structure plus four hundred seventy-threeeighty-four
dollars ($473.00484.00) for each additional lateral.

3.

For sewers serving parcels zoned Light Industrial District
(M1) or Heavy Industrial District (M2): Six hundred seventysixninety-one dollars ($676.00691.00).

4.

For sewers serving mobile home parks: Four hundred
seventy-threeeighty-four dollars ($473.00484.00) per mobile
home site.

5.

For sewers serving hotels and/or similar establishments: Four
hundred seventy-threeeighty-four dollars ($473.00484.00) per
unit.

(c) Subdivision lots. For sewers installed by a developer in accordance with the subdivision
regulations, no charge shall be paid to the city under this section for those lots served by the sewer
and for which the subdivision connection fee was paid by such developer, except as provided in
(b)(3) of this section.
(d) Corner lots. For corner lots, the shortest side abutting a public street plus one-half (½)
of the intersection arc distance shall be used in determining the frontage charge under this section,
provided sixty (60) feet shall be the minimum distance used.
(e) Lots with no public street frontage. For lots which do not abut any public street, the
shortest side of the lot shall be used in determining the frontage charge under this section, provided
that sixty (60) feet shall be the minimum distance used.
(f) Other requests. When a sewer connection lateral larger than four (4) inches in diameter
3

or an additional lateral is desired, the applicant for the permit required by this article shall pay the
cost of labor and materials necessary to construct the same but not less than one thousand dollars
($1,000.00).
(g) Unusual cases. The city manager or his designee is authorized to make adjustments to
the charges set forth in this section in instances where unusual property frontages exist. If the
individual requesting a sewer connection establishes, to the satisfaction of the city manager or his
designee, that the total frontage of his property does not represent frontage on developable property,
the city manager or his designee may then reduce the frontage upon which the charge is based to that
which represents frontage on developable property (but not to a figure which is less than sixty (60)
feet).
(h) When charge due. The charge for connecting to the public sewer as herein set out shall
be paid to the city as follows:
(1)

For connections involving single-family units when the lot or parcel has not
been assessed requested pursuant to (b)(1) and (b)(3)a., the charge shall be
paid prior to the time application is made to the department of codes
compliance for the building permit or the plumbing permit, whichever applies
to the specific request. If the connection is not completed and approved by
the plumbing inspector within the time specified by the pertinent permit, the
charge less five hundred dollars ($500.00), to cover administrative costs
associated with processing the application and the refund, shall be refunded
to the applicant upon request. If the lateral was installed, the charge for the
same shall not be refunded; however, if the lateral was not installed, the
charge for the same shall be refunded to the applicant upon request. Any
subsequent request for a sewer connection at the address involved shall
follow the application process that is in effect at the time of such request.

(2)

For existing buildings other than single-family that has not been assessed, the
connection charge shall be paid prior to the time application is made to the
department of codes compliance for the plumbing permit; provided, however,
that in the case of properties that have been assessed, the plumbing permit
shall be obtained within the first twelve (12) months after the sewer involved
is certified for connection. If the connection is not completed and approved
by the plumbing inspector within ninety (90) days after issuance of the
plumbing permit, the charge less five hundred dollars ($500.00), if
applicable, to cover administrative costs associated with processing the
application and the refund, shall be retained with the reminder refunded to
the applicant upon request. If the lateral was installed, the charge for the
same shall not be refunded; however, if the lateral was not installed, the
charge for the same shall be refunded to the applicant upon request.

4

(3)

For new construction, the connection charge shall be paid prior to the time
application is made to the department of codes compliance for the building
permit; provided, however, that in the case of properties that have been
assessed, the building permit shall be obtained within the first twelve (12)
months after the sewer involved is certified for connection. If the connection
to the public sewer is not completed and approved by the plumbing inspector
within twelve (12) months after issuance of the building permit, the charge,
less five hundred dollars ($500.00), if applicable, to cover administrative
costs associated with processing the application and the refund, shall be
retained with the remainder refunded to the applicant upon request. If the
lateral was installed, the charge for the same shall not be refunded; however,
if the lateral was not installed, the charge for the same shall be refunded to
the applicant upon request.

2.
That the increase in fees set forth in this ordinance shall not apply to any sewer
extension project for which an authorizing ordinance has been adopted as of the date of adoption of
this ordinance.
3.

That this ordinance shall be in effect on and after July 1, 2019.
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sdm16851
ORDINANCE NO. _______________

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF A CLASSIFICATION AND PAY
PLAN FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT NEWS.
WHEREAS, City Council appropriated funding for the implementation of the
City of Newport News employee Classification and Compensation Plan in its Fiscal
Year 2020 Operating Budget.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Newport News
pursuant to Section 4.02(D) of the Charter of the City of Newport News:
1.
That the City Manager is hereby authorized to develop, administer and implement
the Classification and Pay Plan for all classes of City of Newport News officers and employees
effective Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 and thereafter.
2.
All employees of the City of Newport News shall be included in the classification
plan with the exception of the following:
(a)
Officials elected by the people and persons appointed to fill vacancies in
elective offices, and employees of Constitutional Officers unless inclusion of employees of
Constitutional Officers in the Classification and Pay Plan is specifically approved by the City
Manager;
(b)
Members of boards and commissions, the City Manager, the City
Attorney, the City Clerk, and other positions appointed by City Council, the City Registrar, and
persons appointed by the Judges of the Circuit Court;
(c)
The Assistant City Managers, the City Manager’s Executive staff and
attorneys and other employees in the City Attorney’s Office;
(d)

Employees of the school board;

(e)
Licensed physicians and veterinarians employed by the City in their
professional capacities;
(f)
Persons temporarily employed in a professional or scientific capacity, or
to conduct a special inquiry, investigation or examination if the Council or the City Manager
certifies that such employment is temporary and that the work shall not be performed by
employees in the classified service; and
(g)
Persons employed in temporary or regular part-time jobs which are not
equivalent to jobs included in the classification plan.

3.
Employees of agencies for which the City acts as fiscal agent are not employees
of the City of Newport News.
4.
The City Manager is authorized to promulgate and administer all provisions
which govern salary and classification adjustments for all employees made necessary through the
implementation of the Classification and Pay Plan.
5.
The City Manager is responsible for the overall development and implementation
of the City’s Classification and Pay Plan and for promulgating policies and procedures for the
equitable administration of the plan.
6.
The City Manager is hereby authorized to establish policies governing the award
of any additional compensation to employees in positions exempt from the overtime provisions
of the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and the circumstances under which such compensation
may be made.
7.
Notwithstanding any provision of this ordinance, the City Clerk, with the prior
approval of the City Council, shall have responsibility for the administration of the Classification
and Pay Plan as it relates to her respective deputies.
8.

This ordinance shall be in effect on and after July 1, 2019.

sdm16873
ORDINANCE NO. _______________
AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE THE BUDGET AND APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO
OPERATE THE CITY OF NEWPORT NEWS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING
JULY 1, 2019, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2020 INCLUSIVE.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Newport News:
1. That the budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 2020,
inclusive, as indicated by the amounts appropriated in paragraph 2 below, be, and the same is
hereby approved.
2. That the following amounts are hereby appropriated to the categories as listed in the
aforesaid budget:
General, School Operating, Waterworks, Vehicle and Equipment Services,
Special Revenue and Trust Operating, and Community Development Funds
OPERATING BUDGET
General Fund
Legislative
General Administration
Financial
Information Technology
Board of Elections
Judicial Administration
Commonwealth Attorney
Public Safety
Corrections and Detention
Inspections
Engineering
Public Works
Health and Welfare
Parks, Recreation and Cultural
Planning and Community Development
Nondepartmental
Payments to Other Funds
General Fund Operating Budget
City Support to School Operating Budget
Sub-Total General Fund Operations
Federal Grant Funds
State Grant Funds
Total General Fund Appropriations

$597,556
5,570,093
11,137,480
10,839,072
484,257
2,841,703
4,431,599
86,526,421
31,644,305
3,237,484
5,658,477
21,837,039
42,243,346
18,730,956
5,366,463
64,826,603
67,580,839
$383,553,693
110,889,307
$494,443,000
$1,700,000
1,500,000
$497,643,000

Waterworks Fund
Waterworks Fund Operating Budget
Payments to the City
Capital Projects and Equipment

$67,557,801
13,905,251
12,276,948
$93,740,000

Total Waterworks Fund Appropriations

School Operating Fund
State Appropriations
Federal and Other Appropriations
City Appropriations
1. Operating Funds
2. Debt Services
Total City Funding Support

$197,383,652
4,883,257
$110,889,307
0
110,889,307
$313,156,216

Total School Operating Fund Appropriations
Vehicle and Equipment Services Fund
Vehicle and Equipment Services Fund

$13,779,000

Total Vehicle and Equipment Services Fund Appropriations

SUBTOTAL - APPROPRIATIONS

$13,779,000

$918,318,216

LESS - Payments to Other Funds
From General Fund To School Fund
$110,889,307
From Waterworks Fund To General Fund
13,905,251
From Waterworks Fund for Capital Improvements
12,276,948
From General Fund To Vehicle and Equipment Services Fund
8,187,641
From Vehicle and Equipment Services Fund To General Fund
28,030
$145,287,177

TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET

$773,031,039

SPECIAL REVENUE AND TRUST FUNDS
Auto Self Insurance Fund
General Liability Insurance Fund
Worker's Compensation Fund
Recreation Revolving Fund
Historical Services Fund
Golf Course Revolving Fund
Leeward Marina Revolving Fund
Tourism, Promotion, Development Fund
School Worker's Compensation Fund
School Textbook Fund
Street/Highway Maintenance Fund
Economic Development Fund
Law Library Fund
Stormwater Management Fund
Solid Waste Revolving Fund
Wastewater Fund
Peninsula Regional Animal Shelter Fund
Debt Service Fund
Economic Industrial Development Fund
Applied Research Center Fund
Parking Facilities Fund
Pension Trust Fund
City Retirement-Post Retirement Fund
Line of Duty Act Benefit Fund

$1,400,000
1,671,900
3,146,600
5,154,900
1,135,500
1,734,000
267,100
1,452,000
2,323,500
1,959,962
17,510,921
241,500
126,200
22,958,000
14,817,000
21,778,000
2,563,000
57,460,053
21,569,000
943,000
868,300
85,890,600
9,087,000
269,000

SUBTOTAL - SPECIAL REVENUE and TRUST FUNDS
LESS
Payments from Other Funds
Payments to Other Funds

$276,327,036

($133,735,311)
($17,678,232)
($151,413,543)

TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE AND TRUST FUNDS

$124,913,493

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND
Community Development Block Grant

TOTAL CITY BUDGET

3. That this ordinance shall be in effect on and after July 1, 2019.

$1,482,434

$899,426,966

G. Other City Council Actions
2. Ordinance to Amend and Reordain City Code, Chapter 31, Pensions and Retirement,
By Adding Thereto a New Article, Namely: Article IV., Line of Duty Act
ACTION:

BACKGROUND:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CITY
CODE CHAPTER 31, PENSIONS AND RETIREMENT, BY
ADDING THERETO A NEW ARTICLE, NAMELY: ARTICLE
IV., LINE OF DUTY ACT.
The Line of Duty Act (LODA) provides health and death
benefits to certain public safety employees who are killed or
injured in the line of duty. LODA benefits are mandated by
the state and funded by localities.
In 2016, the City established a LODA fund to pay LODA
benefit expenses.
The City’s external auditors are recommending the LODA
fund be formally established as an irrevocable trust.
The proposed amendment to Chapter 31 will establish the
LODA fund as a trust fund administered by the Board of
Trustees of the Newport News Employees’ Retirement Fund.
The City Manager recommends approval.

FISCAL IMPACT:

N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Memo to HCC re Chpt 31 Pensions and Retirement - LODA 5.8.19
sdm16840 Adding Article IV, Line of Duty Act to Chapter 31

sdm16840

ORDINANCE NO. _______________

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 31, PENSIONS AND
RETIREMENT, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA, BY ADDING
THERETO A NEW ARTICLE, NAMELY: ARTICLE IV., LINE OF DUTY ACT.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Newport News,
Virginia:

That Chapter 31, Pensions and Retirement, of the Code of the City of Newport News,
Virginia, be, and the same hereby is, amended and reordained, by adding thereto a new article,
namely: Article IV., Line of Duty Act, as follows:

CHAPTER 31
PENSIONS AND RETIREMENT
ARTICLE IV. LINE OF DUTY ACT
DIVISION 1. ADOPTION; PURPOSE

Sec. 31-150. Created; title; operative date.
A line of duty act plan and trust is hereby created, which shall be known as the City of
Newport News Line of Duty Act Benefits Fund, and shall be operative as of the date of adoption of
the ordinance from which this article is derived, at which time contributions to the fund shall begin.

Sec. 31-151.

Statement of purpose; amendments.

(a) The purpose of the fund is to provide an orderly means whereby disabled persons,
eligible spouses, eligible dependents, and beneficiaries as defined in the Virginia Line of Duty Act,
Code of Virginia § 9.1-400 et seq (1950) as amended, may receive such benefits as are provided by
the Virginia Line of Duty Act.
(b) No amendments to any provision of this article shall be enacted by the city council
unless and until such amendment shall have been studied by the board of trustees of the fund and the
board's recommendations shall have been received by the city council.
Secs. 31-152--31-154. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. DEFINITIONS

Sec. 31-155. Definitions
The terms used in the Article shall be given the meaning assigned to them in Code of
Virginia § 9.1-400 (1950) as amended. Virginia Line of Duty Act means the Line of Duty Act found
in the Code of Virginia, §9.1-400 et seq, 1950 as amended. Board means the board of trustees
provided for in section 31-70 which shall administer the fund provided for in this article. Fund
means the City of Newport News Line of Duty Act Benefits Fund.
Secs. 31-156–31-160. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. MEMBERSHIP

Sec. 31-161. Membership generally.
The membership of the Line of Duty Act fund shall include only those, who by virtue of
their employment with the City of Newport News, Virginia or the Sheriff of the City of Newport
News, Virginia, and their eligible spouses, dependents or beneficiaries, are provided for in the
Virginia Line of Duty Act, to the extent and in such a manner as the Virginia Line of Duty Act
provides for such persons.

DIVISION 4. LINE OF DUTY ACT BENEFITS

Sec. 31-162. General provisions.
Disabled persons, eligible spouses and eligible dependents shall receive such benefits as
required by the Virginia Line of Duty Act.

Sec. 31-163. Fund’s contribution.
The fund shall contribute toward a member’s Line of Duty Act benefits in accordance with
the provisions of the Virginia Line of Duty Act.
Secs. 31-164–31-168. Reserved.
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DIVISION 5. DEATH BENEFIT

Sec. 31-169. General provisions.
The Fund shall make a one-time payment, as a death benefit, to the beneficiary of a deceased
person pursuant to the provisions of the Virginia Line of Duty Act.

Secs. 31-171–31-176. Reserved.

DIVISION 6. FUNDING

Sec. 31-177. Line of Duty Act benefits reserve.
(a)
All of the assets of the fund shall be held in the Line of Duty Act reserve fund, in
which shall be accumulated all assets transferred from any predecessor fund and all contributions
made pursuant to this division or any other provision of this article, and to which all income from
the invested assets of the fund shall be credited. From this reserve shall be paid benefits of the fund
as provided for in this article, as well as the necessary administrative expenses.
(b)
The annual contributions to the reserve shall be determined in accordance with the
provisions of this division.
Secs. 31-178–31-193. Reserved.

DIVISION 7. ADMINISTRATION

Sec. 31-194. Administration generally.
(a)
The fund shall be administered as a separate and distinct irrevocable trust for the
exclusive benefit of its members by the board which also administers the City of Newport News
Employees’ Retirement Fund.
(b)
Although administered by the board which also administers the City of Newport
News Employees' Retirement Fund, the fund shall exist as a separate and distinct fund, existing in
its own right pursuant to the provisions of this article, and as such, the board's administration of the
fund carries with it a separate and distinct fiduciary duty to the fund and its members.
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(c)
Notwithstanding any provision of this article to the contrary, the fund shall be
administered in compliance with the continuation coverage and portability provisions of 42 U.S.C.
Section 300 et seq., commonly known as COBRA (Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act of 1985, as amended).

Sec. 31-195. Board of trustees.
The Board of Trustees of the City of Newport News Employees' Retirement Fund shall
administer the City of Newport News Line of Duty Act Benefits Fund for the exclusive benefit of
its members in accordance with the provisions of this article.

Sec. 31-196. Supplemental plan provisions.
(a)
The provisions of this article may be supplemented periodically by one (1) or more
written documents which shall be referred to as the supplemental plan provisions, which shall
constitute a part of the regulations for the operation of the fund. The board is authorized to adopt
such supplemental plan provisions as are required to maintain the fund as a qualified governmental
plan under applicable federal and state laws and the regulations promulgated thereunder, as the same
may be amended periodically. A current copy of all supplemental plan provisions adopted by the
board shall be maintained by the board and be available to all members upon request.
(b)
The board is a public body pursuant to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and
is subject to the provisions thereof.

Sec. 31-197. Day-to-day administration by the department of finance.
For the purposes of administering the fund in accordance with the terms of this article and
to execute the orders and directions of the board and the committee on investments, the fund shall
be administered by the city's department of finance, division of pensions, or its successor. The city's
director of finance shall be the administrative head of this division, which shall be subject to all the
laws, rules and regulations governing all departments, divisions and bureaus of the city government.

Sec. 31-198. Duties of director of finance as secretary of board.
The city's director of finance shall be an ex officio secretary of the board and shall be in
charge of the books, records, accounts, files and all papers and documents belonging to the board,
other than those in the possession or under the control of the city treasurer; shall record all payments
made to the fund and deposit funds with the city treasurer; shall, together with the city treasurer, sign
checks for payment of sums due by the fund in accordance with authorization of the board; and shall
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perform such other duties as may be assigned to such director by the board. A corporate surety bond
acceptable to the board shall be furnished by the secretary of the board in such amount as the board
may determine.

Sec. 31-199. Board advisors.
(a)

The city attorney shall be legal advisor to the board.

(b)

The director of the city's department of internal audit shall be an advisor to the board.

Sec. 31-200. Reserved.

Sec. 31-201. Custodian of fund.
(a)
The city treasurer shall be an ex officio treasurer of the fund and shall be the official
custodian of all cash and securities belonging to the fund, which shall be maintained in a special
irrevocable trust fund for the account of the fund. The treasurer shall receive all moneys and
securities for the account of the fund and shall, together with the director of finance, sign checks for
payments by the fund in accordance with authorization of the board.
(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) above, and in the alternative, the
board may, at its option, select a professional custodian for any part or all of its funds and securities,
and have such securities registered in such custodian's nominee's name.
(c)
A corporate surety bond acceptable to the board shall be furnished by the treasurer
and professional custodian in such amounts as the board shall determine.

Sec. 31-202. Powers and duties of the board in administering the fund.
(a)
The fund shall be administered by the board, whose powers and duties include but
are not limited to:
(1)

Maintaining records of all of its proceedings and making such records available for
inspection by the public in accordance with law.

(2)

Incurring expenditures as it deems necessary for the efficient administration of the
fund. The board, subject to applicable rules and regulations, may provide funds for,
or contract for, actuarial, medical, professional and other support personnel as may
be required for the proper operation of the fund.
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(3)

Causing an actuarial investigation to be made of all the experience under the fund at
least once in each five-year period and at such other times as required by the board.
The board shall also cause actuarial gain/loss analyses to be made in conjunction with
each actuarial valuation of the fund. Pursuant to such investigations and analyses,
the board shall periodically revise the actuarial assumptions.

(4)

Causing an annual actuarial valuation to be made of the assets and liabilities of the
fund.

(5)

Publishing the results of each actuarial valuation of the assets and liabilities.

(6)

Publishing annual financial statements of the fund or annual reports in accordance
with law.

(7)

Promulgating regulations and procedures and making determinations necessary to
carry out the provisions of this article.

(8)

Purchasing insurance to insure against losses suffered by the fund if any member of
the board or of any advisory committee breaches any standard of care required by
law.

(9)

Adopting rules and policies that bring the fund into and kept in compliance with
applicable laws or regulations.

(b)
Neither the board nor the various committee members shall incur any liability for any
losses suffered by the fund if properly administered under the provisions of this article.

Sec. 31-203. Investment of reserves.
(a)
The board shall have full power, in its sole discretion, to invest and reinvest all funds
and property of the fund pursuant to the provisions of this article.
(b)
The board is hereby delegated with the power and authority to enter into an agreement
with one (1) or more persons or qualified institutions under which the investment responsibilities
of the board shall be delegated to such person or institution. Such agreement shall be executed by
the chairman of the board.
(c)

The reserve of the fund may be invested only in:

(1)

Interest-bearing bonds or other obligations of the United States or the state;

(2)

General obligation bonds and revenue bonds of the state or of any political
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subdivision within the state;
(3)

Corporate bonds rated "A" or higher by two (2) out of three (3) nationally known
security rating concerns, provided, however, that no more than one (1) percent of the
fund may be invested in corporate bonds rated less than "A" but not less than "BB";

(4)

Federally insured mortgages and mortgage passthroughs on a to-be-announced (TBA)
basis as long as funds are set aside to purchase the mortgage on settlement date so as
not to leverage the fund;

(5)

Equities;

(6)

Certificates of deposit;

(7)

Guaranteed investment contracts;

(8)

Real estate; and

(9)

Standing timber and timber rights.

The investments in equities, excluding equities in real estate investment trusts, shall not
exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the market value of the assets of the fund as reported on a
calendar quarterly basis. To the extent such percentage limitation is exceeded as of the end of any
quarter, the board shall take such action as may be necessary to reduce the equity allocation to the
required percentage as soon as practicable.

Sec. 31-204. Committee on investments; consultants for investments.
(a)
The committee on investments shall make recommendations to the board for the
investments of the reserve or the sale of the securities of the fund. The board shall not make any
investment nor sell any securities of the fund unless recommended in writing by the committee on
investments.
(b)
Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the alternative, the board may, at its option, select
one (1) or more consultants for portfolio management for the purposes of making investments of the
reserve and/or sales of the securities of the fund.

Sec. 31-205. Payment of costs and administration.
All costs and expenses incurred in the administration of the fund shall be paid by the fund
from the assets of the fund, and no part of such expenses shall be charged to or paid by the city.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing, the city will comply with the Virginia Line of Duty Act, as required,
through the fund or by other means.
Sec. 31-206. Records and accounts; annual audit.
Proper and adequate records and accounts shall be established and maintained which will
give full effect to the requirements of this article. An annual audit of the books, accounts and records
of the fund shall be made by the director of the city's department of internal audit or a certified public
accountant.

Sec. 31-207. Annual report.
As of the close of each fiscal year, the board shall cause an annual report to be prepared for
inclusion in the city's comprehensive annual financial report for submission to the city council,
showing the assets and liabilities of the fund at the end of such year and the income and expenditures
for the year and other data pertinent to the operation of the fund.

Sec. 31-208. Right to amend or terminate.
Subject to section 31-151(b), the city council retains the right to amend or terminate the
benefits provided under this article at any time for any reason in any manner not prohibited by law.
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H.

Appropriations
ACTION:

A REQUEST FOR A MOTION OF CITY COUNCIL TO APPROVE
AS A BLOCK THE FOLLOWING APPROPRIATIONS.

1. None Submitted

*I.

Citizen Comments on Matters Germane to the Business of City Council

J.

Old Business, New Business and Councilmember Comments
City Manager
City Attorney
City Clerk
Price
Scott
Vick
Woodbury
Cherry
Harris
Jenkins

K.

Adjourn

*THE BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING WILL BE CONCLUDED NO
LATER THAN 10:00 P.M. TO ALLOW PERSONS TO ADDRESS CITY COUNCIL
UNDER “CITIZEN COMMENTS ON MATTERS GERMANE TO THE BUSINESS
OF CITY COUNCIL.”

